TUMBLING  IN  THE   HAY

" Let me tell you. May I help you ? Would
glass-blowers be fairly said to be among those who
' blow in ' ?" All agreed with avidity. " And now
what others can we include among those who are
by their vocation exposed to this disease ?"

We were not having any. Which of us would be
fool enough to deprive him of the satisfaction of
rubbing it in ?

" Users of wind instruments."

It appeared to come as a revelation to the class.

" You will find that this man, though I have pur-
posely refrained from inquiring what is his history.

is a musician."

The red-faced fellow nodded from the bed, where
he had been kept for weeks malingering as he thought,
but really preserved as a subject for lecture.
Elated by his display of observation the Professor
went on, "The resistance to the expired air as the
player blows into a wind instrument produces a back-
ward pressure, which in the course of time has the
effect of dilating first and finally destroying the
alveolar passages and infundibula of the lungs. Hence
it is qualified in cases such as this by the term alveolar
emphysema to distinguish it from , . . From what,
doctor ?" suddenly he asked, turning to someone who
had been whispering behind his back. It was Weary.
" You do not know, and yet you can afford to be in-
attentive." He shook his head. That meant that
Weary was down in his next attempt to get Medicine.
" For non-pulmonary emphysema, air in the tissues,
is a very different thing from this alveolar emphysema
or, as it is also called, alveolar ectasia, which
as you know, or should know if you have been
attending to the winter lectures, means a stretch-
ing out. Get your Greek right and you have learned
half Medicine. We will now proceed to examine
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